
Q U E B E C  E D I T I O N

Hydro-Quebec has
adapted the
operations of the
Romaine Complex to
accommodate the
reproductive cycle
of the area’s salmon.  

GreenwashingBehind the

Greenwashing The Facts

There is concern that these patterns will not be maintained:

Nature
Quebec

“The proponent does not appear to
respect Quebec’s policies on the
ecological outflow required for the
protection of fish and their habitats,
despite them being incredibly permissive.”

“We aim to develop
sustainable, mutually
beneficial partnerships
with the communities
and nations, based on
respect for values and
cultures.” 

David
Basile

“Today, by the intervention of Hydro-
Quebec, governments are, on one hand,
attempting to aggressively exploit our land
for the sake of the environment and, on the
other, they are pushing us to renounce our
rights in exchange for money and the illusion
of joint management.”

[Translated]

[Translated]

“Portrait of Indigenous Nations,”
Hydro-Quebec

Paul Chiasson
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Greenwashing The Facts

Quebec’s
hydroelectricity
has “few or no
greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions.”

Even Hydro-Quebec acknowledges that this statement is
untrue. They reference a life cycle assessment of hydropower
emissions in Quebec that determined its emissions rate to be
17 grams of CO2e/kWh.

But some question how those calculations were made, and
think that the emissions are actually much higher:

Dr. Bradford
Hager

“So, where does this number come from? As I’ll show you, the basis
for this number is an unreviewed report paid for by Hydro-Québec.
In this report, there are no uncertainties given. As a scientist, I
bristle when conclusions are given without uncertainties. I can’t
reproduce the analysis in this report, and in my view, I wouldn’t give
this a passing grade for a freshman paper.”

Studies of emissions from Hydro-Quebec’s reservoirs have found that most generating
stations have emission rates between half those of natural gas and those of coal. 

Dr. Bradford Hager

“So, the question is, how can you average all of
these published values and come up with a value
of seventeen?”

For Hydro-Quebec’s projects to
proceed, they must meet three
criteria: “they must be profitable,
environmentally acceptable, and
favourably received by the host
communities.”

The comments at hearings for the Romaine
Complex show that there was strong community
opposition to the project. It went ahead, despite
communities voicing their concerns and creating
blockades near construction sites.

Hydro-Québec states that their
reservoir hydropower has an
emission rate of 17 grams of
CO2e/kWh, but most independent
studies of their reservoirs have
found emission rates to be at least
ten times higher.

Q U E B E C  E D I T I O N
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Communities feel that their involvement in Hydro-
Quebec’s projects doesn’t start soon enough in the
process. Consultation is done on the corporation’s
schedule and often dismisses community concerns.

Greenwashing The Facts

“A key asset in cutting
GHGs, hydropower is
developed with due
respect for Native
communities.” 

The Unamen Shipu Innu and Pakua Shipi Innu, two
Indigenous communities that signed an agreement with
Hydro-Quebec, called the utility’s response to the work
that their communities provided for environmental
impact studies “disrespectful.” Hydro-Quebec simply said
that they would take note of the communities’ questions
about how the project would impact their ways of life. 

The corporation also argued that the communities
couldn’t prove their past, present, and future use of the
environmental impact area without oral or written
records, and could therefore be left out of the study 

“Communities work
with us from the initial
stages of a project…”

Vincent
Napish

“It is clear that for Quebec, the [Romaine]
project was justified and was going to be
authorized. I think at this moment, it is maybe
important to emphasize an article from March
15, 2007, in which Premier Charest, before a
dinner in Saguenay, had expressed, saying
that the Indigenous peoples had not given
their consent, but: Charest promises that the
project will go ahead! That, I think is the best
example, a good example of what I just said.”

Communities didn’t have enough time to process a
twenty-five-hundred-page report in the time provided
by Hydro-Quebec, and the consultation process
continued to move forward before previous stages
were complete.
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Greenwashing The Facts

Q U E B E C  E D I T I O N

Hydro-Quebec features this photo
of the Rupert River on their
Indigenous relations webpage.

The Rupert River has been modified with
a series of weirs that were designed to
reduce the impact of hydro dams.

Hydro-Quebec Le Groupe Desfor

“Forty years of
scientific studies
have demonstrated
that a reservoir in
Quebec is
comparable to a
natural lake.
Reservoir ecosystems
are similar to those of
a lake and the various
fish and ducks there
lives out their natural
life cycle.” 

“To transform rivers into lakes, it creates
important physical changes, but it also
has substantial repercussions on the
types of communities found within them.”

Dominic
Boula

Generating stations create “an artificial reservoir system of
poor biological quality.” They are not lakes. They have much
greater fluctuations in water level, higher turbidity, more
erosion, and typically cause damage to spawning grounds. 

For example, brook trout often disappear after the
flooding, and Hydro-Quebec does not have good answers
on how they might deal with this. 
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