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Greenwashing The Facts

When Shawn Dauvis tried to involve community experts in his
area’s environmental study, he was redirected several times
by BC Hydro employees. By the time he reached the right
department, the studies were done:

“Learning from First
Nations, stakeholders
and communities
means respecting and

acknowledging the

contribution they can
make to BC Hydro’s Shawn
intellectual capital.”

“ “You know, there, it kind of makes me
wonder, what is BC Hydro trying to hide,

. you know, of — of not getting us involved

Davis  \ith any of these studies or something?”

“Statement of Env

BC Hydro “believes that respectful “| want you to know that |
stakeholder engagement promotes learning “ and many others in our

: i i ” Shawn L .
inclusive, and responsive processes. the Province is doing to us is

Davis unfair, unjust and

unconstitutional. It is also
indecent and inhumane. We wish that the Province would be more respectful of us and of
the spirit of the consultation process. How can we reconcile our interests with those of the
Province, when provincial agencies don’t listen to our concerns, don’t treat us fairly, and
don’t even seem to follow their own rules and governing principles?”
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“BC Hydro is committed to Spawning sites are lost during the

protecting fish and their habitat construction of generating stations. BC Hydro
through initiatives that limit the has proposed habitat restoration efforts to
impact of our operations near replace them, but these have been seen as
reservoirs, rivers and streams.” more of a show than a genuine solution to
limit their impacts:

“Like enhancing the fishing habitat, for example, is — you know, it's a
“ joke. [...] Because 10 years and 20 years down the line, it's going to be
Amy my great grandchildren that are going to be affected by that mercury,
Gauthier that are going to be affected because they’re no longer going to be able
to fish and hunt like we always have been.”

BC Hydro collected data that showed modified spawning habitat deteriorated
within two years and is only a temporary solution. They did not publish this data.

When it comes to compensatory habitats, the “mixed success of past projects suggests
that a ‘build it and they will come’ approach has not been sufficiently successful.”

BC Hydro did not consult the Treaty 8 First Nations on the
project design or its alternatives, or in developing the

“There's been consultation process. Consultation was the second of five project
many, many years phases. Members of affected communities feel that the timeline
of consultation was inadequate:

and engagement
with First
Nations, and we
have six

agreements with “

Treaty 8 First . “When you sit down, and, in good faith, consult with
Nations for the Ch'?f First Nations, from what | hear so far, there was a
Site C project Marvin  {inetable and an agenda set before dealing with First
that include Yahey Nations. You can't do that. You're infringing on those

benefits for “ rights right from the get-go by doing that.”
communities, and

commitments to

“Without a proper assessment of our community
Lisa members’'rights and interests, there cannot be an
Hotte assessment of the impacts of Site C on those
rights and interests.”

Shawn “Putbluntly, we believe that the consultation process
procurement.” Davis L-]is not genuinely aimed at reconciliation, and we
suspect that the Province views it as simply as a way to
reduce its litigation risk before approving permits.”
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“In everything we do, we BC Hydro was ordered by the United Nations to
strive to learn from our suspend construction of Site C. The corporation
shared past and find ways moved forward without the “free, prior and

to incorporate Indigenous informed consent” of several affected
knowledge and perspectives communities, which violates the United Nation’s
in our work today.” Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
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“Climate Leadership,”
BC Hydro

“Water Use Plans help us find BC Hydro did not reach a consensus during

a balance between competing consultation for their Cheakamus facility’s Water
uses of water that are Use Plan. The project went ahead relying on
environmentally, socially and minimum legal requirements. Since then, ramping
economically acceptable to all activities on the Cheakamus River have stranded and
British Columbians.” killed thousands of pink salmon and steelhead fry.
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On Site C: “The BC Hydro emphasizes the increase in productive capacity, but
transformation of a ignores that it will be spread over a larger volume of water. The
river ecosystem to a biomass density of harvestable fish is expected to drop by
reservoir would almost half after reservoir impoundment, but it will vary by fish:
create a new and

productive aquatic e For past projects, kokanee, an introduced species that isn’t
ecosystem. This new typically harvested by First Nations, have increased in
aquatic environment number.

is expected to e Arctic grayling, mountain whitefish, and some species of
support a community trout have decreased in number.

of equal or greater

productivity than the If kokanee aren’t included in these calculations, which makes
existing riverine them more reflective of impacts to Indigenous ways of life,
environment.” biomass density declines to 16% of pre-impoundment levels

BC Hydro believes that stakeholder engagement should be...

“...transparent...”

BC Hydro had a “divide and conquer” approach to negotiations, approaching First Nations
individually. This lack of transparency pits communities against one another and limits
their combined bargaining power.

BC Hydro has also failed to be transparent with communities during consultation. As
written by Duncan’s First Nation, “key information required for each of the DFN, the Panel,
and the respective Crowns to understand the full extent of potential Project impacts and
effects upon DFN has not been presented by BC Hydro.”

“..responsive...”

The Treaty 8 First Nations, which includes most of the First Nations consulted for Site C,
have said that BC Hydro was so unresponsive, it became a violation of Indigenous rights:

“There have been excessive delays in providing the results of the reports
“ and studies to the T8FNs, delays in responding to written questions
Treaty 8 regarding potential impacts of the proposed project and delays in
First allowingthe commencement of the TLUS. Collectively, these delays have
prevented the T8FNs from fully participating in the Stage 2 Consultation
Agreement on the basis of free, prior and informed consent.”

Nation
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“The 1960s When building their W.A.C. Bennett dam in the 1960s, BC Hydro
were a different flooded 1,800 square kilometers of the Peace River Valley,
time.” including the homes and graveyard of surrounding First Nations.
BC Hydro tries to distance themselves from this history but
continues to leave past promises unmet.

“I remember BC Hydro, 1977, we made a deal on the Bennett Dam
“ after it was built. BC Hydro promised us free power. May brought that
Clarence up.Free power for the Blueberry First Nation and other First Nations.
Apsassin Today, we're paying for that power because we're paying for
something that somebody else built.”

“Water Use Plans,”

BC Hydro Stephen Watson
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